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SUBJECT: VISIT OF DC SECRETARIAT HEAD PISANU (POSSIBLE 
ZACCAGNINI VISIT) 

REF: ROME 14531 

1 . AS INDICATED REFTEL, CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT (DC) DEPUTY 
GUISEPPE PISANU, HEAD OF PARTY SECRETARIAT, IS VISITING 
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 12-15, AT PARTY SECRETARY 
ZACCAGNINI'S REQUEST FOR EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON CURRENT 
ITALIAN DEVELOPMENTS. PISANU WILL BE ACCOMPANIED 

BY DR. VITTORIO FOLLINI, CHIEF OF DC FOREIGN PRESS 
OFFICE. 

2. JUST BEFORE PISANU AND FOLLINI LEFT FOR U.S. 

SEPTEMBER 1 1, WE LEARNED THAT PISANU ALSO WANTS TO SOUND 
OUT USG VIEWS ON POSSIBILITY OF ARRANGING A ZACCAGNINI 
VISIT TO WASHINGTON EARLY NEXT YEAR. 

3. DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT OVER LAST TWO YEARS 
ZACCAGNINI HAS PERIODICALLY EXPRESSED INTEREST IN 
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VISITING WASHINGTON, BUT THAT PROTRACTED ITALIAN 
POLITIICAL CRISES PREVENTED HIM FROM DOING SO. WHEN 
THE SUBJECT CAME UP DURING MY MEETINGS WITH ZACCAGNINI, 

1 ASSURED HIM A VISIT WOULD BE WELCOMED AND THAT WE 
WOULD ASSIST TO EXTENT POSSIBLE IN ARRANGING APPROPRIATE 
APPOINTMENTS. 
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4. IN YOUR DISCUSSIONS WITH PISANU, I STRONGLY RECOMMEND 
THAT WE RESPOND POSITIVELY TO THE IDEA OF A ZACCAGNINI 
VISIT, ASSUMING THAT THE TIMING DOES NOT PRESENT ANY 
UNTOWARD PROBLEMS. AS HE FIRST DIRECTLY ELECTED LEADER 
OF ITALY’S LARGEST PARTY, ZACCAGNINI REMAINS ONE OF THE 
MOST GENUINELY WELL-LIKED AND POPULAR OF ALL ITALIAN 
POLITICAL LEADERS. HE IS A STRONG ADVOCATE AND SYMBOL 
FOR REFORM AND RENEWAL IN THE DC. ALTHOUGH HIS STEWARD- 
SHIP OF THE PARTY IS FREQUENTLY CRITICIZED FOR A LACK OF 
STRONG DIRECTION ANDCLEAR STRATEGY, HE HAS BEEN 
SUCCESSFUL IN MAINTAINING PARTY UNITY DURING ONE OF 
THE DC'S MOST CRITICAL PERIODS.. I BELIEVE THAT 

ZACCAGNINI WILL BENEFIT GREATLY FROM EXPOSURE TO 
WASHINGTON AND RECOMMEND THAT HE BE ENCOURAGED TO COME. 
GARDNER 
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